
  
 

Legislative Update - Feb 13 
 
 

Last week was a successful week for the State Board of Directors meeting and legislative appointments.  Thank you 
to all State Board members and others who took time and expense to come to Juneau and participate. 
 
1. The Senate Labor & Commerce heard SB45, a bill relating to sale of new construction by owner-builders who do 
not have a contractor's license.  (Many of you remember this bill as HB81 from last year.)  This was the first hearing 
this session on the bill, so there were several questions from Senators to reacquaint with the bill and the issue.  One 
area of questioning was the penalties and how they apply to the "true" owner-builder.  We are working on 
answering these questions, and expect SB45 to be scheduled for a hearing in the near future. 
 
2. At the ASHBA Legislative Committee meeting, we heard from the Department of Labor about how current state 
law applies the Uniform Plumbing Code to residential construction.  This was important information for 
consideration as we try to move forward with drafting a bill that will adopt a state residential building code. 
 
3. Governor Bill Walker met with us, and was interested in hear our questions and concerns about language in 
HB79, workers' compensation reform, that changed how the law regards subcontractors.  Here's a copy of the bill:  
http://www.legis.state.ak.us/PDF/30/Bills/HB0079A.PDF 
 
The language about subcontractors begins on page 17, line 9, and attempts to reclassify subcontractors as 
employees.  Anyone with questions or concerns is welcome to email them to me. 
 
Governor Walker committed to having the Department of Labor work with us to address any questions and/or 
concerns before the bill is scheduled for hearing.  There are no hearings scheduled at this time, and the Department 
has already reached out to meet with me later this week.  I will send updates as more information becomes available. 
 
4. At 3:15PM today, the House Labor & Commerce Committee will have its first hearing on HB90, a bill that 
amends occupational licensing fees for investigation costs. 
 
In summary, HB90 would separate out the cost of investigations for all licensed occupations into a surcharge.  
Surcharge fees for investigations would be deposited into a pooled fund that would cover investigation costs across 
all licensed occupations.  Here is a link to a copy of HB90: 
 

http://www.legis.state.ak.us/PDF/30/Bills/HB0090A.PDF 
 
Today's Labor & Commerce Committee meeting will discuss the bill and take testimony, but they will NOT be 
moving the bill.  Public testimony will be also be taken at future hearings before any final action on the bill. 
 
I will be attending today's hearing in order to get more information.  To monitor today’s hearing at 3:15PM, below 
is a web link: 
http://w3.legis.state.ak.us/index.php#tab5 
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For those who have questions or concerns about the bill, please email them to members of the House Labor & 
Commerce Committee (addresses shown below). 
Rep.Sam.Kito@akleg.gov 
Rep.Adam.Wool@akleg.gov 
Rep.Andy.Josephson@akleg.gov 
Rep.Louise.Stutes@akleg.gov 
Rep.Chris.Birch@akleg.gov 
Rep.Gary.Knopp@akleg.gov 
Rep.Colleen.Sullivan-Leonard@akleg.gov 
 
CONCLUSION 
We have a lot of ongoing activities this session on behalf of our organization and our membership.  Thanks to all of 
our members and Board members for their involvement. 
 
John Bitney 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


